11.  “JUDGES FORESTALL JUDGMENT”
Section IV:
THE PLAN ENACTED
Biblical Basis:
The book of Judges
Objective:
That class members identify the cause, the course, and the curse of Israel’s 
spiritual deterioration; list the six major Judges of Israel and their adversaries.
INTRODUCTION

Under the able leadership of Joshua, Israel soon conquered and divided the land of Canaan.  A loose confederacy was formed.  Each tribe was autonomous yet maintained a relationship with the others.
Israel now entered a shaky period of its infant life.  The book of Judges described this 400 year period of history between Joshua and King Saul.  The book of Joshua ended with Joshua sharing his deepest concern – that the remaining enemies in the land must be eradicated.  Israel had gained control of the Promised Land, but had not yet gained complete possession of it.  Instead, the people’s response was compromise and complacency.
As a result, Israel, a people with potential greatness, became the sad victims of their political enemies.  In this study we will discover the cause, the course and the curse of spiritual deterioration.
I.  THE CAUSE OF SPIRITUAL DETERIORATION 
Judges 1 – 2 

With the death of Joshua, Israel enters a period of time in which there was lawlessness, religious decline, political disorganization and social disintegration.  Judges 1 – 3:6 states basically four causes for this:

A.
Disobedience to God’s commands.


1.
According to Joshua 23:11-13, what command did Joshua leave with the people 



before his death?


2.
In reading Judges 1:27-33, how did the tribes of Israel actually respond to Joshua’s 



command?


3.
According to Judges 2:1-5, what charge did the angel of the Lord bring against them 



and what were the consequences?

B.
Deficiency of authority.


1.
According to Judges 17:6 and 21:25 what was the second cause of the spiritual 



deterioration?  


2.
How could this fact contribute to spiritual and social deterioration?

C.
Dereliction in training.


1.
Compare Judges 2:10 with Deuteronomy 6:1, 7.  What great failure became evident?



2.
What instructions does Psalm 78:1-7 give to correct this potential failure?

D.
Departure from the Lord.


1.
What final cause of spiritual deterioration is found in Judges 2:11-13?


2.
How did God respond to His people according to Judges 2:14-15?



3. 
What spiritual application can Christians learn from each of these four causes 




described in Israel’s history?

II.
THE COURSE OF SPIRITUAL DETERIORATION
   (Judges 3 – 16)
Just a few generations after the conquest, the warning of Joshua came back to haunt the nation.  As the people neglected to rid the land of pagan influence, slowly a sleeping giant within the land began to waken.  God used Israel’s enemies to become His instruments of judgment.

A.
The vicious cycle of judgment


1.
The book of Judges shows a persistent cycle of sin.  Draw this cycle by reading 



Judges 2:13; 2:14;
3:9; 2:16; 2:18


2.
Israel’s political enemies became God’s instruments of judgment.  How does 




Judges 2:21-23; 3:1 describe God’s response to what was happening?

B.
The victorious deliverance by the Judges.


1.
Just as God used Israel’s enemies as instruments of His judgment, so He used certain 



Judges as His instruments of deliverance.  The book names 13 Judges, but only seven 



of these were given any prominence.  In the following passages, name the Judge and 



the nation that he led Israel to defeat.



a.
Judges 3:7-11

Judge




Nation



b.
Judges 3:12-30

Judge




Nation




c.
Judges 4:1-22

Judge




Nation




d.
Judges 6:1-8:32

Judge




Nation




e.
Judges 9:1-57

Judge




Nation




f. 
Judges 11:1-40

Judge




Nation




g.
Judges 13:1-16:31
Judge




Nation



2.
The fact that God repeatedly delivered Israel from trouble after they continually 



forsook Him makes the book of Judges a powerful testimony of God’s love and 



patience.  How would you describe the difference between a judge and a king?
III.  THE CURSE OF SPIRITUAL DETERIORATION
   (Judges 17 – 21)
Chapters 17 – 21 are usually considered an appendix.  They illustrate the depths to which God’s people had fallen.  Some have labeled chapters 1 – 16 as the history of the times and 17 – 21 as the spirit of the times.

A.
Religious apostasy.


When people do what is right in their own eyes, the spirit of the times will reflect their 


religious apostasy.



1.
How would you describe the religion of the man Micah and of the Danites?



 
(Judg 17:4, 10-13; 18:5-6)




Did the Danites fall short of true religious worship?



2.
The Levite was recognized by all as a man who stood in a special relationship to God.  


How did this story show the disgrace to which this select group had fallen?



(Judg 18:18-20)

B.
Moral awfulness.


The second curse which illustrated the spirit of the times was the moral awfulness of 


those days.



1.
Notice that another Levite man avoided the heathen city and went to Gibeah, a city of 


God’s people.  What happened to him there?  (Judg 19:15, 22, 25-26)


2.
In what rash way did this man call for justice?  (Judg 19:29-30)


C.
Political anarchy.



The Levite summons was effective as all the tribes gathered to eradicate evil from Israel.



1.
When the tribe of Benjamin refused to surrender the immoral men of Gibeah, what 



developed?  (Judg 20:19-20)



2.
Why were the tribes, moved by a common horror and indignation, that they were 



defeated twice by the single tribe of Benjamites, even though they had asked counsel 



of the Lord?  (Judg 20:23, 26-28; Psa 139:23-24)



3.
All but 600 Benjamites were killed.  How did the tribes try to remedy their excessive 



justice?  (Judg 21:1-2)

CONCLUSION

The period of the Judges was a time of spiritual chaos.  It began with parents who knew God’s Word but were too busy to take time to teach it to their children.  (Deut 6:4ff)  It was compounded with a people who were commanded to deal with the inhabitants in the land, but failed to be obedient to the Lord.

Here are some key lessons for us to observe as the church.  This is what happens to Christian people who want Jesus to be their Savior, but not the Lord of their lives.  Remember!  Trouble begins in the Christian’s life when, after having experienced God’s victory over the big sin areas, they then neglect the so-called “little sins,” and thereby fail to fully claim their inheritance in Christ.
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